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Fringe Festival dance performance takes on issue of child sexual exploitation

Dance is a universal language. At this year’s Winnipeg Fringe Festival, it will be used to tell of a 
difficult journey into childhood sexual exploitation.

The contemporary ballet, titled Text Me, was created by Philippe-Alexandre Jacques, a graduate of 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School’s Aspirant Program, in collaboration with Beyond Borders 
ECPAT Canada. Jacques has previously choreographed dances for The David Suzuki Blue Dot Tour 
and the Gardiner Museum of Ceramics in Toronto.

The ballet will be performed by members of the Aspirant Program, a post-secondary training 
program for advanced level classical ballet dancers making the transition from student to 
professional dancers. 

Text Me follows the story of a teen’s manipulation into a world of commercial sexual exploitation of 
children, and her ultimate escape.

“Beyond Borders was intrigued by Philippe Jacques's idea to choreograph a ballet about the 
sensitive topic of child exploitation.   Now, we are mesmerized with the creative, thoughtful way he 
is communicating with the audience about this scourge on society. We are grateful to Nancy Embry 
for sponsoring this beautiful, contemporary ballet,” said Nancy Vardalos Ginakes, the project 
liaison from Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada.

Text Me will be performed during the 2015 Winnipeg Fringe Festival at the Rachel Browne Theatre 
(Crocus Building), at 211 Bannatyne Ave. at the following dates and times:

Thursday, July 16, 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 18 at noon
Monday, July 20 at 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 22 at 3:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 23 at 8:45 p.m.
Friday, July 24 at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 25 at 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 26 at 7 p.m.

For further information, contact:

END CHILD PORNOGRAPHY, CHILD PROSTITUTION, AND TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN FOR SEXUAL PURPOSES
ÉRADIQUER LA PROSTITUTION ENFANTINE, LA PORNOGRAPHIE ENFANTINE ET LE TRAFIC D'ENFANTS À DES FINS SEXUELLES.
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Philippe-Alexandre Jacques
Choreographer
philjacques123@gmail.com 
204-899-7605

Nicole Merrick
Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada Vice-President
nmerrick@tmlawyers.com  
204 226-4677

Nancy Vardalos Ginakes 
Beyond Borders ECPAT Canada Project Liaison
ggeeforce@aol.com  
204-479-6241
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